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FOREWORD

These proceedings contain the papers selected for presentation at the Fifth International Workshop on
Location-Based Social Networks (LBSN 2012). The workshop is hosted by ACM SIGSPATIAL and held in
conjunction with the 20th ACM SIGSPATIAL International Conference on Advances in Geographic
Information Systems (ACM SIGSPATIAL GIS 2012).

Social networks and social media have become prevalent on the Internet and continue to attract
researchers from a variety of fields. By incorporating location as a first class citizen, LBSNs ground
online social networks and media in the physical world and thereby provide a convenient and familiar
framework for participants to share and connect their virtual experiences. LBSNs allow participants to
not only track and share location-related information with each other via mobile devices and desktop
computers, but to also leverage collaborative social knowledge learned from user-generated and
location-related content. The aim of the workshop is to provide a forum for researchers in computer
science, geographical information systems/science, and other areas to share and discuss current
developments and application in this increasingly active area.

This year’s program is organized into three sessions: (1) Knowledge Discovery in LBSNs; (2) Geocoding
and Behavior Analysis in LBSNs; and (3) LBSN Systems and Frameworks. The program also features a
distinguished invited speaker, Professor Mohamed Mokbel, from the University of Minnesota. His talk
describes Sindbad, a location-based social networking system which considers not only social but also
spatial relevance in providing services such as news feeds, recommendations, and rankings.

LBSN 2012 is a joint effort and we would like to thank the authors for providing the stimulating content
of the program and the program committee for their reviews in the evaluation process. We would also
like to thank the organizing committee of ACM SIGSPATIAL GIS 2012 for their help with the workshop
planning.

Finally, we hope these proceedings will serve as a valuable resource for researchers and practitioners as
they continue to advance the state-of-the-art in this field.
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